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The Review

▪I can create authentic arguments in writing



Warm-up

• Think about a  movie you saw and 
really didn’t like. 

• Explain what about it was so bad.

• Was there anything good about it?  



The Process
1. We will read a series of authentic reviews 

of film, music, and video games. 

2. We will analyze the texts to find out how 
they are written. 
• What ideas are important?

• What writing elements are present?
• What type of claim is being used?
• What type of evidence/support is being 

used?

3. We will write our own reviews based on the 
style and ideas that we discover in the 
authentic texts
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The Task
• You are a freelance writer for a website that 

reviews elements of pop-culture. The site typically 
reviews new movies, books, music, comic-books, 
and video games. The audience for this website is 
highly literate (they are good readers) and avid 
consumers of the products reviewed on this site 
(they are likely to buy or watch things 
recommended by you).

• Your website has decided to do an annual list of 
top five selections for all media (movies, books, 
music, comic-books, and video games). Your 
focus should be on entertainment that has come 
out within the last year. 

• You will be writing a review of a movie, book, 
song, comic-book, or video game that you think 
would be an excellent addition to the top five list
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Read and Mark the Text

• Number the paragraphs for each 
article.

• Read the articles carefully making 
sure that you actively understand what 
is said in the article. 

• Underline the author’s claim.

• Highlight elements of support or 
evidence for the claim. 

You should all be reading and marking the 
third article today.



Analyze the Reviews

• In a small group (A-B/1-2), discuss 
what type of claim is being used? 

• What ideas are important?

• What evidence/support is being 
used?


