
English 10

September 10th



Warm-up



Lowering the bar 
won’t fix education

▪I can use active reading skills

▪I can identify a claim and its support in a passage



Quick Write

When in your life have you felt that someone 
changed their standards because of something 
about you (treat you with different rules or 
expectations)? Was it because of your age, 
gender, race, ethnicity, team, club, school, or 
personal associations? How did this action make 
you feel?

Review



Turn and Talk

▪ Turn to an “elbow” partner and share 
what you have written about. You 
will have 1 minute each to share the 
experience that you have written 
about. 

Review



“Marking” the Text 
and Prediction

1. Write the title of this article in your 
notebook

2. Write the author’s name for the article.

3. Number the paragraphs.

4. Based on the title, the authors, and what 
you can scan on the page make a one 
sentence prediction about this reading. 

Write your prediction in your notebook.

Don’t write on this essay!

Review



Active Reading

▪ Read the article by Leonard Pitts Jr. 

▪ Focus on reading each for understanding and basic 
comprehension. 

▪ Write down words or phases that get in the way of 
you understanding the passage. 

▪ Write – a summary after reading each section

– The main idea of paragraphs 6-8 is….

▪ Write down the phrases or sentences that make the 
claim.

Review



Argument Statement

▪ Use the following frame sentence to 
identify the key claim in the passage. 

▪ In the text ___(title)______ , 
____(author’s name)_____
claims that _________________.

Review



Check Your Work
▪ Turn and talk with a partner and quickly check

that you have the same claim. 

▪ If  you don’t have the same or similar claim from 
the passage discuss why you have different 
answers and make corrections.

▪ Get your answer checked by Mr. Spaulding. You 
will not get credit for today’s work unless you 
have your claim checked-off before the end of 
the period.

▪ If Mr. Spaulding says your claim is not accurate, 
then rewrite your claim. You may have to read 
more carefully to get this correct. 



Support and Analysis

▪ Create the following T-chart.

▪ In the first column, identify the author’s 
evidence or support for his claim.

▪ In the second column, explain how his 
evidence helps prove his claim. 



Support
How does this help 

prove the author’s claim?

This will be in the author’s 
words

This will be in your own words 
(write complete sentences)


