
Of Mice and Men

Final Essay

I can follow a process to plan, write, edit, revise, and “publish” an essay

Grab a book!



Prompt

At the end of Of Mice and Men, George has to 
make a very difficult decision. Did he make the 
right decision? In a well-organized multi-

paragraph essay, argue whether George 
made the right decision or the wrong decision 
by killing Lennie. Be sure to cite evidence from 
the text to support your conclusions. 



Reminder: the essay process
1. Analyze the prompt.

2. Brainstorm possible claims and evidence that matches those 
claims

3. Discuss your claims and evidence.

4. Create an initial claim statement (thesis)

5. Organize the evidence and support for that claim statement. 

6. Write a clear thesis statement based on your claim statement. 
(check and share)

7. Identify primary counter-claims to your thesis statement. 

8. Write your introductory paragraph. (Draft)

9. Write a counter-claim (antithesis) paragraph. (Draft)

10. Write at least two supporting paragraphs. (Draft)

11. Write a concluding paragraph. (Draft)

12. Revise your essay for ideas, transitions, and fluency.

13. Edit your essay for grammar, usage, mechanics, spelling and 
format. 



1. Analyze the Prompt: TAK

Steps:

1. Identify the topic for this essay (try to turn the 
prompt into an open-ended question that you 
could answer).

2. Identify the target audience for this essay.

3. Identify the key words that must be addressed 
for this essay.

4. (For argumentative essays) Identify possible 
positions or claims that might be taken on this 
argument



2. Brainstorm: Was George right?
George was right George was wrong

Reason 1

Reason 2

Reason 3



2. Brainstorm: Was George right?
George was right George was wrong

Reason 1 Better than the 

alternative

Lennie was mentally 

incompetent

Reason 2 George was 

responsible for 

Lennie

Without Lennie, their 

dream is dead

Reason 3 Lennie would only 

keep getting in 

trouble

George was a friend 

and responsible for 

Lennie



4. Create a Claim

Steps:

1. Take what you have learned from your 
brainstorming and combine that with what you 
discovered in your discussions and create an 
initial claim.

2. The initial claim should clearly answer the 
question of your chosen prompt. 

3. Your initial claim may change somewhat, but it 
will be a guide for the rest of your work, so you 
will not be changing it dramatically. 

4. Avoid personal voice- “I think,” “I believe,” “We 
should”



5. Organize Your Evidence

Steps:

1. Create a list of any evidence that makes you 
believe that your claim is correct. You might 
consider ranking this list from strongest to weakest.

2. Identify what type of appeal (logical, ethical, 
emotional) that each piece of evidence would 
likely work for. 

3. Organize evidence that supports your claim that 
might “fit together” into groups (these will likely turn 
into paragraphs later)

4. Create a list of evidence that might speak against 
your claim (this will likely be elements of your 
counter-claim)



6. Write a Clear Thesis

1. Your thesis must answer the prompt. 

2. Your thesis must provide a clear guide for the 

rest of your essay. 

3. Your thesis needs to “take a side.”

4. You will need to be able to “prove” your thesis, 

so make sure it is something that can be 

supported with evidence. 

George was (right/wrong) to kill Lennie 
because _____________ and _______________Reason 1 Reason 2



7. Identify Counter-Claims

Steps:

1. If you have done this process, then you should 

already have an idea of what the “other-side” 

might say about this thesis. 

2. Create a short list of key arguments that someone 

who opposes this argument might say to argue 

against you. Focus on the claims they might make 

and support they might use to make those claims. 



8. Write Your Introduction

Introduction: 

1. A hook- A means of engaging 

your audience in the argument 

(Why is this important?)

2. The context of the argument: 

background, situation, people 

involved (What or who does this 

affect?)

3. Narrowing to your specific 

argument (What specifically will 

you be addressing?)

4. Thesis (What are you claiming?)

5. Plan of Attack: 2-3 ways you will 

support your Thesis

9. Write a Counter-Claim Paragraph

Counterclaim:

1. Antithesis transition: “Some 
might claim” or “While 
opponents of this might say”

2. Antithesis Main Idea- What 
is/are the most major of the 
arguments against your claim?

3. Antithesis Evidence- What is a 
piece of evidence that supports 
this claim?

4. Refutation- How does this 
evidence not work or how is it in 
error?

5. Repeat 3 and 4

6. Transition back to your 
argument- counter-conclusion.



10. Write a Support Paragraph

Elements:

1. Main Idea- in this case an assertion about your thesis 
that makes that thesis seem true

2. Clarify- explain any difficult concepts or complex 
ideas presented in your main idea

3. Verify- this is direct evidence- the proof

4. Support- this is how your evidence proves the thesis

5. Verify-

6. Support-

7. Redirect- this connects your main idea to your 
thesis- How does what you said in this paragraph 
make your thesis more true?



11. Write a Concluding Paragraph

Elements:

1. Review your main claim

2. Review the assertions (and possibly key 

evidence) that prove the claim

3. Make a “so what?” statement. Why is all this 

important? Why should your audience care?



12. Revise
• RADaR – Make your essay clear, correct, and effective.

•

• Ideas: is the organization logical? Does your topic 

wander? Do you connect your evidence to your 

thesis/topic sentence?

• Transitions: Do you have transitions at the beginning of 

paragraphs and in between major ideas/evidence?

• Fluency: Read your essay out loud. Do you have to stop 

and go back and reread? If so, change your sentences 

so there isn’t any confusion.



13. Edit: Questions to ask yourself
• Do I have any sentence fragments? (usually a dependent 

clause by itself)

• Do I have any run-ons (two or more sentences joined together 
with no punctuation)? 

• Do I attempt to use different types of punctuation (commas, 
semicolons)?

• Do I spell “their, there, and they’re” correctly?

• Do I avoid using “you” or “I”? (If you have them, get rid of 
them.)

• Is the rest of my spelling correct? 

• Do I capitalize the first word of each sentence?

• Do I capitalize proper nouns (names of people, cities, etc.)?

• Do my subjects and verbs agree? (“He is” versus “He are”)


