
English 10

October 27th



Argumentative Essay #1

▪I can use a process to generate a well-
organized, well written and well thought essay



The Essay Process
1. Analyze the prompt.

2. Brainstorm possible claims and evidence that matches 
those claims

3. Discuss your claims and evidence.

4. Create an initial claim statement (thesis)
5. Organize the evidence and support for that claim 

statement. 

6. Write a clear thesis statement based on your claim 
statement. (check and share)

7. Identify primary counter-claims to your thesis statement. 

8. Write your introductory paragraph. (Draft)

9. Write a counter-claim (antithesis) paragraph. (Draft)

10. Write at least two supporting paragraphs. (Draft)

11. Write a concluding paragraph. (Draft)

12. Revise your essay for ideas, transitions, and fluency.

13. Edit your essay for grammar, usage, mechanics, spelling 
and format. 



Practice: 
#4 Create a Claim

▪ Take ten minutes to formulate your 
initial claim for this essay. 

▪ When you have written and checked 
your claim, raise your hand and Mr. 
Spaulding will come and check it 
and stamp.

▪ In order to improve education for 
students in poverty, 
_____________________________.

Review



5. Organize Your Evidence

Steps:
1. Using a graphic organizer, you will rank 

your evidence from strongest to weakest. 

2. For each piece of evidence, you will 
describe, in detail, the evidence and 
explain which type of appeal would work 
best with this evidence. 

3. You need to have 5 pieces of evidence for 
your claim (go back to brainstorming if 
you don’t have 5 pieces of evidence). 

Review



5. Organize Your Evidence
You should have 5 pieces of evidence for this claim

1. Strongest Evidence: 

• Describe your evidence:

▪ What appeal type would work for this piece of evidence? 

2. Evidence:
Appeal Type

3. Evidence:
Appeal Type

4. Evidence:
Appeal Type

5. Weakest Evidence: 
Appeal Type

Review



Practice: Create a 
Pro/Con T-Chart

▪ Create a T-chart that provides 
evidence both for and against your 
claim. 

▪ You should include any/all ideas that 
support your claim on one side of the 
chart

▪ You must include at least one idea that 
someone arguing against your claim 
might have



Claim: America should ban cell phone use 
for all people under the age of 18

Pro (arguments for) Con (arguments against)

1. Improve poor teen 
driving habits

2. Reduce negative 
social behaviors 
among young people

3. Improve 
attentiveness in the 
classroom

1. Lack of contact with 
parents

2. Reduction in peer 
social contacts

3. The loss of internet 
connectivity for some 
young people. 



Practice

▪ Take 20 minutes to organize your 
evidence that proves your claim. 

▪ You should use a T-Chart format 
(like we did with the structured 
paragraph) to organize your key 
components of evidence.  



Claim: America should ban cell phone use 
for all people under the age of 18

Reason Details

1. Improve poor 
teen driving 
habits

▪ 11 teens per day die in texting while 
driving accidents (Insurance Institute 
for Highway Safety)

▪ Teens are 4 times more likely to get in 
accidents while texting than adults 
(IIHS)

▪ 35% of teens admit to texting while 
driving (AAA Survey)

▪ If we eliminate the cell phone, then 
these negative habits will go away and 
improve teen driving.

▪ Lives are on the line. 



6. Write a Clear Thesis

Elements:
1. Your thesis must answer the prompt. 

2. Your thesis must provide a clear guide for 
the rest of your essay. 

3. Your thesis needs to “take a side.”

4. You will need to be able to “prove” your 
thesis, so make sure it is something that 
can be supported with evidence. You 
should include reasons your thesis is 
correct in the statement.  



Create Your Thesis
▪ Use the frame sentences below and write your 

thesis in various ways:

1. Although _______________________, American schools 
could improve education for students in poverty by 
________________________. Some reasons this would 
work are ___________________, __________________, and 
__________________.

2. American schools could improve education for students in 
poverty by ________________________________ because 
_________________, ___________________,  and 
____________________.

3. Some may say ________________________________, but 
America could improve schools for students in poverty by 
________________________ which will  _______________, 
_______________________, and ____________________. 



Create Your Thesis

Take 15 minutes of class time to write your 
thesis statements. You must write all three 
and choose your best. 

▪ Once you have written and selected your 
thesis, check in with Mr. Spaulding. 

▪ You will not be able to continue with your 
essay until you complete this step. 



Create Your Thesis
▪ Use the frame sentences below and write your 

thesis in various ways:

1. Although _______________________, American schools 
could improve education for students in poverty by 
________________________. Some reasons this would 
work are ___________________, __________________, and 
__________________.

2. American schools could improve education for students in 
poverty by ________________________________ because 
_________________, ___________________,  and 
____________________.

3. Some may say ________________________________, but 
America could improve schools for students in poverty by 
________________________ which will  _______________, 
_______________________, and ____________________. 


