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Argumentative Essay #1

▪I can use a process to generate a well-
organized, well written and well thought essay



Warm-up

Write out a claim about your behavior and 
how well you used your time during 
yesterday’s class. Provide some explanation. 

Yesterday, I was a ___________ student during 
class. I (explain behavior and work completed 
yesterday).

Great
Good
Poor

Terrible
( )

On a clean sheet of paper to be turned in, 
write your name, date, and title: warm-up



The Essay Process
1. Analyze the prompt.

2. Brainstorm possible claims and evidence that matches 
those claims

3. Discuss your claims and evidence.

4. Create an initial claim statement (thesis)
5. Organize the evidence and support for that claim 

statement. 

6. Write a clear thesis statement based on your claim 
statement. (check and share)

7. Identify primary counter-claims to your thesis statement. 

8. Write your introductory paragraph. (Draft)

9. Write a counter-claim (antithesis) paragraph. (Draft)

10. Write at least two supporting paragraphs. (Draft)

11. Write a concluding paragraph. (Draft)

12. Revise your essay for ideas, transitions, and fluency.

13. Edit your essay for grammar, usage, mechanics, spelling 
and format. 



Practice: 
#4 Create a Claim

▪ Take ten minutes to formulate your 
initial claim for this essay. 

▪ When you have written and checked 
your claim, raise your hand and Mr. 
Spaulding will come and check it 
and stamp.

▪ In order to improve education for 
students in poverty, 
_____________________________.

Review



5. Organize Your Evidence

Steps:
1. Using a graphic organizer, you will rank 

your evidence from strongest to weakest. 

2. For each piece of evidence, you will 
describe, in detail, the evidence and 
explain which type of appeal would work 
best with this evidence. 

3. You need to have 5 pieces of evidence for 
your claim (go back to brainstorming if 
you don’t have 5 pieces of evidence). 



5. Organize Your Evidence
You should have 5 pieces of evidence for this claim

1. Strongest Evidence: 

• Describe your evidence:

▪ What appeal type would work for this piece of evidence? 

2. Evidence:
Appeal Type

3. Evidence:
Appeal Type

4. Evidence:
Appeal Type

5. Weakest Evidence: 
Appeal Type


