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Recognizing 
Acts of Heroism

▪I can deconstruct a text in order to analyze the 
parts and identify the main ideas.



Table of Contents 
(T.O.C.)

In your T.O.C.,
•Write in today’s date: Nov. 3, 2014 (11/3/14)
•Write in today’s topic: 

Deconstructing the Text
•Page #: make your T.O.C. and notebook match



Warm-up: Response
You will have 7 minutes to write a multi-
sentence (4-5 sentences) response using 

words from the previous lessons.

How do 
ordinary 
people 

become 
heroes or 
heroines?

Respond to that

Using these

-Heroic
-Courageous
-Altruistic
-Admired
-Sacrifice
-Act/actions 

We will be coming around to check your work. If we highlight a 
sentence, please be ready to share it with the class.



Think, Write, Pair, and Share

The next reading we will be doing is about four 
ordinary men who – by committing a single 
altruistic act – establish themselves as heroes.

In order to understand the reading, let’s take a 
few minutes to think and write down what we 
know about the World Trade Center attacks of 
September 11, 2001.

After 5 minutes of thinking and writing, be ready to share



Preview the Text

On your copy of the reading:
•Locate and underline the title
•Circle the Author
•Circle the Date the article was 
written.



Deconstructing the Article

Paragraph 1: Introduction to the four men
Paragraphs 2-6: Details about each man
Paragraphs 7-8: Men realize situation
Paragraphs 9-10: Men take action
Paragraphs 11-14: Others respond to the 

men’s actions
Paragraphs 15-17: Author comments on 

importance of men’s actions.



Deconstructing the Article
In your notebooks, create the following chart:

Paragraph #

Who

Where

What

How

Why



Deconstructing the Article

We are going to deconstruct each 

paragraph using this chart. We’ll be able 

to identify all the most important parts of 

each paragraph to get a full 

understanding of what the author is 

saying. 

Let’s try it with the first paragraph
As we read, please circle any words or phrases that are not clear. 



Deconstructing the Article
In your notebooks, create the following chart:

Paragraph #

Who

Where

What

How

Why


