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Determining an Identity

▪I can use close reading strategies to 
comprehend a text.
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What is your 
Academic Identity?



As we read, we will be summarizing, questioning, 

and making connections. 

The first time we read, we should be trying to 

comprehend or understand what is being written.

We will be doing this through a couple of strategies.

The first is deconstructing the text.  

Close ReadingReview



To deconstruct means to take apart into its smaller 

pieces. We can do this with a reading by identifying 

the:

• Who
• What
• Where
• When
• Why
• How

Deconstructing the TextReview



Listen as I read aloud the first paragraph of the article. 

When I finish, we will underline and label the elements 

in the first paragraph. 

Deconstructing: Practice

Who

What

Where

When

Review



• Today, we will continue deconstructing the text. 

Independently, continue to identify, underline, and 

label the Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How in 

paragraphs 2-4. 

• Be ready to share what you have found with the class.

• Again, do not talk during this task. 

• If you are having trouble with vocabulary, check back 

to your word chart to help with the circled words.

Deconstructing: Practice



• Now that you have deconstructed the first four 

paragraphs, work with a partner to identify the key 

parts and use those to write a summary. 

Chunk 1: Summary

In this part, the author’s main point is ______________ 

_____________________. He describes …



• Now that we have deconstructed by finding out the 

who, what, where, when, why, and how, we will be 

using another strategy: Say, Mean, Matter.

Chunk 2: Say, Mean, Matter

Say

This is a summary of 
what the text says.

What does the text 
say?

What happened?

Mean

This is about 
interpretation

Describe what the 
text means. 

Think about what 
makes you think 
that? 

How do you know 
that?

Matter

What are the 
implications? (results or 
possible outcomes?)

Why does it matter to 
me or others? 

Why is it important?


