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Building Background

▪ A short introduction to Roman Life, Values, and 
History during the time around Julius Caesar



Warm-up: Quick Write

▪ In your notebooks, write anything and 
everything you know about Julius Caesar.

▪ Who is he?

▪ Where is he from?

▪ What did he do?

▪ Etc…

▪ If you don’t know anything about him, what 
about the words Julius and Caesar. Have 
you heard those before? Where?



Background Day

▪ Today we are preparing to read Julius 
Caesar, a play by William Shakespeare. 

▪ I will be presenting information about Rome 
and Julius Caesar to understand what is 
happening before we read. 

▪ Take notes on anything that is in white.  



Founding Philosophies 

�Stoicism – Logical and Ethical (never 
emotional). Follow the will of God(s).

�Epicureanism – Try and find a bit of 
happiness and pleasure on Earth before you 
die. Seize the Day (YOLO).

▪ Fickle with superstitions 

�Duty was of the utmost importance in 
Roman tradition
�Gods, State, Family, Friends, and finally the Self



Social Order
▪ If one was a Roman citizen, one had status unlike any 

where else in the world. 

�Patrician – land owning individuals from powerful 
families 

�Plebeians – The common people – like today’s middle 
class (they do the labor that keeps the empire running)

�Slave – unlike our idea of slaves – these were often 
highly educated individuals, captured, nobles from other 
cultures; often set free or were able to purchase their 
freedom

▪ Patronage: A very important concept in Roman 
Tradition; a powerful citizen (patron) would take 
requests from weaker citizens who then owe the patrons 
favors (it becomes like a huge entourage or posse –
remember that Italy is the home of the mafia). 



Roman Imperialism
�Unlike many previous cultures, when the Romans 

conquered someone, they would generally stay and 
establish the land and people as Roman. 

▪ This style of Imperialism allowed Rome (the Empire) to 
expand into Great Britain and control all of the lands 
around the Mediterranean (most of the world for these 
people)

▪ They would generally offer conquered people the 
opportunity to become Roman citizens through service 
to the empire (usually military)

▪ One of the great benefits of being conquered by the 
Romans is that they brought better schools, laws, 
technology and security.

�Romans would punish severely any people who rebelled 
or showed weakness in the Roman System.



Roman Government

�Like the United States, Rome was a Republic, 
where the leaders were voted into power by the 
people. 

�Rome had a senate made up of 300 citizens and 
they served for life.

�The senate would vote for two leaders called 
consuls who would rule the empire for one year 
at a time. If you ruled, you could not be voted in 
again until many years had passed. 

▪ Having the term limits and two consuls were to 
stop one person from becoming too powerful. 



Julius Caesar

�Born in 100 BC to a not-
so-well-off patrician family
but living in a plebian 
neighborhood of Rome. 

�While still a teenager, he 
was left penniless and 
almost died during a civil 
war. 

�When he was 16, his 
father died and he made 
an effort to side with the 
country’s nobility.



�Around this time, he 
married Cornelia, a 
daughter of a noble. They 
had a daughter Julia. 

▪ Rome’s leader, Sulla, was 
not happy at the marriage 
and order Caesar to 
divorce.

▪ He refused and joined the 
army at age 18 and serves 
for four years.

▪ After the death of Sulla, 
Caesar returned to Rome 
and began a career in 
politics.



▪ Caesar went off to Rhodes 
to study philosophy and 
was captured by pirates. 
He used his negotiation 
skills to be released. 

▪ Once they released him 
he raised and army, 
captured the pirates, and 
executed them. 

�He returned to Rome and 
began to work with 
Pompey, a rich and 
powerful military leader. 

▪ Caesar was elected to 
various political positions



�Pompey married Caesar’s 
daughter Julia. 

▪ Caesar continued to rise 
in politics, continuing his 
relationship with Pompey, 
where he was elected as 
consul. 

�While working with 
Pompey, Caesar was also 
aligning himself with 
Crassus, a Roman 
General, politician, and 
richest man in Rome.

▪ Crassus offered financial 
and political support



▪ Though Crassus and 
Pompey did not get along, 
Caesar earned both of their 
trust and convinced them to 
be allies instead of enemies.

�The partnership became 
known as the first 
Triumvirate.

▪ They worked together ruling 
Rome until Crassus gets 
killed leaving just the other 
two. 

▪ Caesar impresses everyone 
by leading Rome against 
Gaul (France)



�Through his victories, 
Caesar was able to 
continue building his 
army. 

▪ He continue to expand his 
reach through military 
conquests (Maps)

▪ While out in battle, Caesar 
hired key political agents 
to act on his behalf in 
Rome. 

�Caesar’s daughter, Julia, 
dies and Pompey begins 
to see Caesar as a major 
threat to him and Rome. 



Roman Territory before Caesar



Roman Territory after Caesar



▪ Because of his jealousy, Pompey convinced 
and the Senate decided to break up Caesar’s 
army and have him return to Rome 

�Instead, Caesar invaded Rome and took 
control..

�The Roman people didn’t mind, in fact, they 
loved him and he was made dictator for life.

�Pompey ran away.

▪ Caesar is Dictator (military leader) and starts 
hunting Pompey around the Mediterranean.

�Pompey ends up in Egypt – He and his sons 
were killed. Caesar married Cleopatra and has 
a kid. They all return to Rome. 



The Fall of Caesar
▪ Caesar has threatened the Roman Republic 

in a number of ways (while expanding the 
Empire)
– More powerful than the Senate

– Large, experienced, loyal armies

– Plebeians like him (he throws good parties for the 
people)

– Daring and fearless politically – having thrown out 
his two main rivals

� The Senate fears that Caesar will start a 
dynastic monarchy (using his connections to 
Egypt, Cleopatra, and his new son)

� Caesar is betrayed by men, ironically, whom 
he helped make (his petitioners) 



The Pax Romana (Roman Peace)

▪ After the death of Caesar, there are two civil 
wars (Antony v. Octavius, and then Octavius, 
Antony, and Lepidus v. the conspirators). 

▪ Out of all this civil war, Octavius is able to 
maintain power and victory – eventually 
eliminating all potential rivals (including 
Antony, Cleopatra, and Caesarian (son). 

▪ With all this power and no one to stop him, 
Octavius becomes emperor of Rome (the first 
one) – changes his name to Augustus Caesar

▪ And…He actually lives happily ever after. 


