
Building an Introduction

1. Begin with a hook if possible.

2. Set up the argument

a. In this essay, setting up the argument will 

require briefly summarizing the story.

b. You still need to “set up” the argument

3. Make the claim



Building a Counter Claim
1. Transition to the other side of the argument and 

state a reason for the other side. 

2. Identify a quotation that supports this reason.

a. Be sure to identify exactly where the quotation 

comes from. 

3. Explain why this quotation supports the reason

4. Refute the reason/evidence (don’t use evidence 

you’re going to use later in your body paragraphs)

5. Repeat with more evidence. 

6. Summarize how the reasons/evidence for the other 

side doesn’t work/is wrong.



Counter Claim Example:
1. Transition: Some people may argue the Princess 

sent her love to the ___________ because… 

2. Quotation: _________________ is most evident in the 
story when it says, “___________________________” 
in paragraph _________. 

3. Explanation: This quotation demonstrates 
_________________________ about 
______________________ which makes it seem that 
___________________ would more likely be the 
princess’s choice. 

4. Refutation: This reasoning is clearly in error 
because… 

5. Repeat steps 2-4



Building a Body Paragraph
1. Write one of the key reasons that the claim is 

correct.

2. Identify a quotation that supports this reason.

a. Be sure to identify exactly where the quotation 

comes from. 

3. Explain why this quotation supports the reason

4. Identify a quotation that supports this reason.

a. Be sure to identify exactly where the quotation 

comes from. 

5. Explain why this quotation supports the reason

6. Connect these quotations and the reason back to 

the claim



Body Paragraph Example:
1. Reason: Initially, one reason that ________ is more 

likely to have come out of the door is 
_______________________. 

2. Quotation: _________________ is most evident in the 
story when it says, “___________________________” 
in paragraph _________. 

3. Explanation: This quotation demonstrates 
_________________________ about 
______________________ which makes it seem that 
___________________ would more likely be the 
princess’s choice. 

4. Connection: Clearly, because 
____________________ , the ________ was more 
likely to have come out of the door that the young 
man picked. 



Embedding Quotations
 Instead of simply telling the reader you 

are going to provide them with a quote, 
try to find a way to build the quote into 
your sentences.

 EX: Because of her “power, influence, and 

force of character”, the princess is able to 

discover the secret of the doors (13). 

 EX: The princess was extremely jealous of the 

lady behind the door, because the princess 

saw the lady “throwing glances of admiration 

upon the person of her lover” (14). 



Building a Solid Conclusion

1. Review the main claim of your essay

2. Restate the major reasons your claim is 

true

3. Conclude with a “so what” statement 

(for this essay something about the 

nature of love or jealousy might be a 

good idea)



Conclusion Examples:
1. Review the Claim: It is clear based on the evidence that 

it is more likely that ____________ came out of the door. 

2. Restate the Reasons: The audience can see this 
because of _____________ , _____________, and 
__________________________.

3. “So What”: This conclusion demonstrates that love will 
always overcome envy in the end, and while this might 
not lead to happiness, it makes people at least half 
civilized. 

OR

3. Ending the story in this way shows that a jealous heart 
beats the promise of love, and that if people can’t have 
what they want, they will see it destroyed to prevent 
others from having it. Thus, this choice demonstrates the 
depth of human spite and the savage inside everyone. 


