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“The Lady or The Tiger”
I can develop an argument 

with support and citations from a text.



Reminders
 This is an assessment

 There is NO TALKING amongst students during 
the writing process.

 While writing, you may use an electronic 
device for music, but nothing else (texting, 
social media, etc).

 Do not copy from anyone else. This is 
plagiarism and will result in a “0” score for your 
essay.



The Prompt 
At the end of “The Lady or The Tiger”, the 
princess indicates one of the two doors to 
her love. Based on evidence in the story, 
which door does she indicate to him?

Write a well organized, argumentative 
paper to persuade an audience that your 
claim is correct. You will need to have a 
clear introduction, body, and conclusion in 
order to have a complete argument. Be 
sure to include evidence from the text that 
supports your conclusions. 

Write this in your notebooks!



T.A.K
 What is the topic?

 Who is the audience?

 What are the keywords that let you know 
what to write and how to write it?



Searching for the Hints:
Create the following chart looking for evidence in the 

story that gives hints as to whether the princess indicated 

the lady or the tiger. Be ready to share your thinking.

Evidence that points to 

the Tiger

Evidence that points to 

the Lady

You need at least 4 pieces 

of evidence for each side.



Organize Evidence

 Go back to your evidence chart.

 Read over your evidence and look for any 

similarities.

 Are there any that sound the same? Anything you 
can group together?

 EXAMPLE: The Princess hates the lady behind the 

door and The Princess is jealous of the lady behind 

the door.

 Make sure to group these together in the 

same paragraph to avoid repetition.



Planning Your Claim
1. Which side will you take?

2. Write a formal statement that makes your claim. 

3. Outline 2-4 key reasons that this claim is true. 

One possible claim statement frame:

Based on the evidence in the story, it seems most likely that 
_______came out of the door because ______________, 

__________, and ______________. 

Remember, reasons are not your pieces of evidence. 

Your pieces of evidence back up your reasons.

Evidence Reason

Caesar gave away his land and 

money. He brought back slaves as 

ransom for Rome, not himself. 

Caesar was not truly ambitious. 



Building an Introduction

1. Begin with a hook if possible.

2. Set up the argument

a. In this essay, setting up the argument will 

require briefly summarizing the story.

b. You still need to “set up” the argument

3. Make the claim



Introduction Examples:
1. Hook: The greatest mysteries are those with no easy answer, and 

“The Lady or The Tiger” provides the audience with just such a 
mystery. 

2. a. Summary: In this story, a young man falls in love with a princess 
who is beyond his rank. While she loves him in return, her father 
finds out and condemns him to a game of chance; he must pick 
between two doors. Behind one door is woman he must marry. 
Behind the other door lies a ferocious tiger waiting to devour him. 
Either way, he will lose his love. At the climax of the story, he must 
make his choice, but his love, the princess, interferes with fate by 
indicating the right hand door which he then picks. Strangely, the 
author cuts off the story at this point leaving a mystery as to which 
came out: the lady or the tiger.

2. b. Set Up: What comes out of the door is the ultimate debate of 
this story, and it is left up to the reader to figure out which it is.

3. Claim: Based on the evidence in the story, it seems most likely that 
_______came out of the door because ______________, __________, 
and ______________. 



Building a Body Paragraph
1. Write one of the key reasons that the claim is 

correct.

2. Identify a quotation that supports this reason.

a. Be sure to identify exactly where the quotation 

comes from. 

3. Explain why this quotation supports the reason

4. Identify a quotation that supports this reason.

a. Be sure to identify exactly where the quotation 

comes from. 

5. Explain why this quotation supports the reason

6. Connect these quotations and the reason back to 

the claim

Quickly write these steps in your notebook



Body Paragraph Example:
1. Reason: Initially, one reason that ________ is more likely 

to have come out of the door is 

_______________________. 

2. Quotation: _________________ is most evident in the 

story when it says, “___________________________” in 

paragraph _________. 

3. Explanation: This quotation demonstrates 

_________________________ about 

______________________ which makes it seem that 

___________________ would more likely be the princess’s 

choice. 

4. Connection: Clearly, because ____________________ , 

the ________ was more likely to have come out of the 

door that the young man picked. 



Embedding Quotations

 Instead of simply telling the reader you are going 

to provide them with a quote, try to find a way to 

build the quote into your sentences.

 EX: Because of her “power, influence, and 

force of character”, the princess is able to 

discover the secret of the doors (13). 

 EX: The princess was extremely jealous of the 

lady behind the door, because the princess 

saw the lady “throwing glances of admiration 

upon the person of her lover” (14). 



Building a Solid Conclusion

1. Review the main claim of your essay

2. Restate the major reasons your claim 

is true

3. Conclude with a “so what” statement 

(for this essay something about the 

nature of love or jealousy might be a 

good idea)



Conclusion Examples:

1. Review the Claim: It is clear, based on the evidence, that it 
is more likely that ____________ came out of the door. 

2. Restate the Reasons: The audience can see this because of 
_____________ , _____________, and 
__________________________.

3. “So What”: This conclusion demonstrates that love will 
always overcome envy in the end, and while this might not 
lead to happiness, it makes people at least half civilized. 

OR

3. Ending the story in this way shows that a jealous heart 
beats the promise of love, and that if people can’t have 
what they want, they will see it destroyed to prevent others 
from having it. Thus, this choice demonstrates the depth of 
human spite and the savage inside everyone. 


