
ENGLISH 10 January 16th



Assessment #3
Write an well-organized argument



For those who have missing 
or unfinished work…

• We do not have any more class time dedicated to 
past assessments.

• You must either come in before school (I’m here 
by 7am) or after school and finish your work. 

• I am available before school Mon., Wed., and Fri..



Final Essay Prompt

In the United States, we pride ourselves on the 
freedom of speech allowed to our citizens and 
residents. Even though this right guarantees that a 
person is allowed to say what one chooses, it does 
not mean there are not consequences for those 
words. Through articles in class, you have read about 
athletes expressing their personal beliefs 
surrounding controversial social issues. Keeping in 
mind that athletes have the right to freedom of 
speech yet are employees of a team and partly 
responsible for the team’s image, write a well-
organized essay arguing to what extent a team 
should limit its athlete’s right to express his/her 
personal beliefs. 



A reminder of the essay 
writing process

1. Analyze the prompt.
2. Brainstorm possible claims and evidence that matches those claims
3. Discuss your claims and evidence.
4. Create an initial claim statement (thesis)
5. Organize the evidence and support for that claim statement. 
6. Write a clear thesis statement based on your claim statement. 

(check and share)
7. Identify primary counter-claims to your thesis statement. 
8. Write your introductory paragraph. (Draft)
9. Write a counter-claim (antithesis) paragraph. (Draft)
10. Write at least two supporting paragraphs. (Draft)
11. Write a concluding paragraph. (Draft)
12. Revise your essay for ideas, transitions, and fluency.
13. Edit your essay for grammar, usage, mechanics, spelling and 

format. 



Thesis Building
Teams should limit (again you 
don’t have to be 100% here) an 
athlete’s freedom of speech 
because…

Teams should not limit an 
athlete’s freedom of speech 
because…

THESIS FRAME:

• While __(mention the other side)_, (write your claim statement) 

Write a reason that fits your evidence. The 

reason is NOT the evidence. The evidence 

supports your reason. 



Sample Thesis
▪ While some athletes may not want to 

be role models, athletes must be held 
accountable to the messages they send 
America’s youth because, like it or not, 
millions of young people look up to and 
emulate them. 



Write Your Introduction
Elements: 

1. A hook- A way to engage your audience in 
the argument (Why is this important?)

2. The context of the argument: background, 
situation, people involved (What or who 
does this affect?)

3. Narrowing to your specific argument (What 
specifically will you be addressing? What will 
your argument be about (without making 
the claim)?).

4. Thesis (What are you claiming?) – From 
Thesis Builder



Sample Intro
“Bases are loaded. It’s the bottom ninth. Two outs and a 

full count. I look straight into the eyes of pitcher. I know what’s 
coming: Fastball down the middle. Here is comes. I swing hard 
and the ball flies off my bat. Higher and higher it soars, 
clearing the scoreboard in left field. The crowd goes wild. A 
grand slam! The Mariners have won the World Series!” This 
scenario is played out by countless numbers of kids. The sport 
might change, but for millions of kids all over the world, the 
dream stays the same: to be a professional athlete. 
Professional sports are incredibly popular as they give people 
someone to look up to and to root for. Some athletes embrace 
the attention they receive from young fans; however, many 
athletes do not. While these athletes, who shy away from the 
attention, may not want to be role models, athletes must be 
held accountable to the messages they send America’s youth 
because, like it or not, millions of young people look up to and 
emulate them. 



9. Write a Counter-Claim Paragraph

Elements:
1. Antithesis transition: “Some might claim” or 

“While opponents of this might say”
2. Antithesis Main Idea- What is/are the most 

major of the arguments against your claim?
3. Antithesis Evidence- What is a piece of 

evidence that supports this claim?
4. Refutation- How does this evidence not work 

or how is it in error?
5. Antithesis Claim/Evidence-
6. Refutation
7. Transition back to your argument- counter-

conclusion.



Sample Counterclaim
Many athletes would rather not be considered role models. 20 years ago, 

basketball great Charles Barkely, in an ad campaign for Nike, famously uttered 
those exact words: “I am not a role model”. Examining  Sir Charles’ behavior 
most would agree with him. Barkley intentionally elbowed an Angola player 
during the 1992 Olympics, he threw a basketball at an opposing player during 
an intense game, and tried to spit on a fan that was heckling him, but missed 
and hit a young girl sitting nearby. This behavior is the opposite of what most 
people would want their children looking up to and emulating, and therefore, it 
is easy to agree with Charles: that he is not a role model. Yet, as a professional 
athlete, Charles Barkely does not get to make that choice. The choice he does 
get to make is whether to be a good or a bad one. No matter what, he is 
someone in a position that kids will look up to. Others would argue that 
athletes like Lance Armstrong (guilty of doping), Michael Vick (guilty of running 
a dog fighting ring), and Ray Rice (punched and knocked out his then fiancée) 
are examples that not all athletes are role models. And in terms of whom 
American children should be looking up to, these are not good examples. But 
again, by the nature of choosing to be a professional athlete, these men are at 
the same time adopting the responsibility of being a role model, whether they 
like it or not. These examples of misbehaving athletes, though not positive role 
models, are role models nonetheless. They, by the nature of their career choice, 
are in a position of influence over young people. They need to be held 
accountable for their actions and the effects they have on American’s youth. 



Write a support Paragraph
Elements:

1. Main Idea- in this case ,a statement about your 
thesis that makes that thesis seem true

2. Clarify- explain any difficult concepts or 
complex ideas presented in your main idea

3. Verify- present your evidence- the proof
4. Support- explain how your evidence supports 

the claim. 
5. Verify- repeat step 3
6. Support- repeat step 4
7. Redirect- this connects your main idea to your 

thesis- How does what you said in this 
paragraph make your thesis more true?


