
Evaluating Assessment

I can judge an argument’s validity and effectiveness.



Assessment
For this assessment you’ll need to do four things:

▪ Write the Claim

▪ Describe the reasoning (the support/evidence) 
the author uses to convince her audience. 

▪ Explain the validity of each piece of support. 

▪ Describe the effectiveness the reasoning has on 
the audience. 

▪ Give your overall opinion on whether the entire 
article is effective or not in convincing the 
audience of the claim. 



The Claim
• Remember – the claim is what the author is 

trying to prove (what he/she is trying to 
convince the audience of).

• It is not a quote. 

• Write in complete sentences. 

Example Template: 

▪In the text (title)______ , (the author)________ 
claims that ___(state the author’s claim)__ because
_(state a reason (NOT EVIDENCE) or two the 
author provides)_.



Example Claim
• In the text The Republic, Plato claims that if 

there are no consequences, a good man 
will behave the same as a bad man because 
all men are equally selfish.

Example Template: 

▪In the text (title)______ , (the author)________ 
claims that ___(state the author’s claim)__ because
_(state a reason (NOT EVIDENCE) or two the 
author provides)_.



Reasoning
• The reasoning is the evidence that the 

author uses to prove his/her claim. 

• It is not a quote – write in your own words.

• Include where you get your information. 

• Write in complete sentences. 

Example Template: 

▪In paragraph ___ , (the author) uses (pathos/ethos/ 
logos) when he/she (explains/describes/etc..) the 
(Type of evidence) that says____________________.



Example Reasoning
• In paragraph 4, Plato uses logos when he

describes the scenario of giving two men, 
one good and one evil, the magical rings 
that make them invisible. He states that if 
we were to do this, it would be hard for the 
good man to stop himself from doing bad 
things knowing he wouldn’t be caught.

Example Template: 

▪In paragraph ___ , (the author) uses (pathos/ethos/ 
logos) when he/she (explains/describes/etc..) the 
(Type of evidence) that says____________________.



Validity 
• Is the evidence truthful? (is it true and correct)

• Is the source trustworthy? 

• Think about the types of evidence and how they impact 
validity. (facts/examples/scenarios/etc.)

• Fully explain your thinking

Example Template: 

▪This (piece of support/idea) (is/is not) valid because 
_____________________________________________.



Example Validity 
• This piece of support is not valid because as 

much as it is easy to imagine a good person 
doing bad things if they had the magic ring, it 
is also easy to imagine a person choosing not 
to do bad. This is in spite of Plato being a 
trustworthy source as one of the world’s most 
famous philosophers. 

Example Template: 

▪This (piece of support/idea) (is/is not) valid because 
_____________________________________________.



Effectiveness
• How is the audience impacted by this idea?

• Is the reasoning convincing? Why? 

• Think about types of appeals used and how 
that impacted the audience.

• Make sure to fully explain your thinking.

Example Template: 

▪This (piece of support/idea) (is/is not) effective 
because ____________________________________.



Example Effectiveness
This piece of support is somewhat effective 
because, by using logos, Plato explains a 
scenario that makes sense to the audience 
and they can easily see and agree with his 
point. However. by ignoring the other side of 
the argument, this piece of evidence is less 
effective than it would be had it been included.

Example Template: 

▪This (piece of support/idea) (is/is somewhat/is not)
effective because _________________________.



Overall Effectiveness

• This is where you look at the entire article 
and decide if it was successful and 
convincing. 

• Review the types of evidence and appeals 
used and how those impact the audience as 
a whole. 

Example Template: 

▪Overall, this  article (was/was not) effective 
because ____________________________________.



Example Overall Effectiveness

• Overall, this article was not effective 
because Plato did not provide enough 
evidence to convince the audience. The 
evidence he presented was good; however 
his lack of ethos to acknowledge the other 
side is what hurt his argument. 

Example Template: 

▪Overall, this  article (was/was not) effective 
because ____________________________________.


