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	Course Number/Title: LW /LL
English 10 Composition/Literature
	Subject Area: Language Arts/English

	Credits:       LW (comp) LL (literature)             Semester 1/2               0.5/0.5




This course earns .5 graduation credits in composition and in English for a total of 1.0 credit for this year. This is an NCAA and OUS approved course.  Students hoping to enter an OUS school must receive a “C” or better to enter an OUS school with credit in this course. 

	Graduation Requirements: (this course addresses the following Essential Skills which are considered graduation requirements)

1. Read and comprehend a variety of texts

· Demonstrate the ability to read and understand text.

· Summarize and critically analyze key points of text, event, issues, phenomena, or problems, distinguishing factual from non-factual and literal from inferential elements.

· Interpret significant ideas and themes, including those conveyed through figurative language and use of symbols.

· Follow instructions from informational or technical text to perform a task, answer questions, and solve problems.

2. Write clearly and accurately

· Adapt writing to different audiences, purposes, and contexts in a variety of formats and media, using appropriate technology

· Develop organized, well-reasoned, supported, and focused communications.

· Write to explain, summarize, inform, and persuade, including business, professional, technical, and personal communications.

3. Demonstrate global literacy

4. Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultural, linguistic, and artistic expressions.)

	Prerequisites: 
· Proficiency in the English 9 Standards

	Course Outcomes: 
The following standards are what you will learn and demonstrate proficiency in during this course. The numbers show which semester they will take place
Reading .
1. Informational: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter).

1. Informational: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identifying false statements and fallacious reasoning. 

2. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it and manipulate time create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise. 

Writing

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

· Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

· Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.

· Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

· Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

· Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.
2. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
Language

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

· Use parallel structure.*

· Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.

	Topics/Units Covered:
Semester 1:   
· Argumentative Writing

· Argumentative Reading

· Drama 
· Inferential Reading

· Novels

	Homework Policy: 
Students should be prepared to work on a variety of in-class and out-of-class assignments.  Homework is given to provide students opportunities not available during class time to practice state standard proficiencies.  Students are expected to complete such assignments in order to progress toward meeting state standards. Any student on a TAG or IEP plan needs to find a convenient time to discuss modifications to assignments.  I must approve any change to an assignment before the assignment is due. 

	Behavioral expectations: 
All school-wide policies apply in this class.  Also expect to follow the school dress code policies.  Students should be on task and not disturbing other students.  Infractions will be dealt with using warnings (usually only two), detentions, and, if necessary, discipline referrals.  Some infractions such as foul language may result in immediate detention, while others such as harassment or fighting will result in immediate referrals.  Students need to be aware that their behavior affects the entire class.  When a student misbehaves in a significant way he/she is taking away his/her classmates opportunity to learn.  All students will be treated equally in accordance with the McKay cheating policy.  If a student is caught cheating, they will face the loss of at least that assignment grade on their first offense- with more severe penalties if the problem persists.
In this era of ever-present technology, devices such as cell phones, iPods, tablets, and other electronic devices can provide a large distraction from the educational environment. Because of this, use of electronic devices will not be allowed during class time. Students should have such devices turned off and put away during class. Students will receive one warning should they be caught using electronics; following that warning, further use will result in the device being taken from them until the end of the period. Refusal to give up the device will result in a discipline referral. 

	Assessment/evaluation/grading policy:
Grade Categories and Weighting:
In this course, students’ grades will be based on a proficiency model. All assignments and assessments in this course will work toward one of six national standards. Students will be given multiple (5 to 6) opportunities to demonstrate proficiency in a standard and a major potion of their final grade will be based on their best two performances in each standard. Rubrics for each standard will be provided and taught to the students. 
· All assignments are graded on a 5-point scale

   4 points = exceeds proficiency (A)

   3 points = advanced proficiency (B)

   2 points = basic proficiency (C)

   1 point   = nearly meets proficiency (D)

   0 points = not proficient (F)

Additionally, the grades in this course are weighted so that student proficiency in key skills is the primary measure of their success in the course, but daily class work and learning activities will have some impact on the final grade. 

· The balance of assessment and daily work

80% = Proficiency Assessments

20% = Daily Work and Participation

Missing and Late Work:
Assignments that are incomplete will be marked as NC in the grade book and will count as a 0 until the assignment is completed. Students will be expected to complete all missing work during the semester. Late work will not be accepted after a unit of study is complete (the summative assessment for that unit has been taken). A student missing a proficiency assessment must make up that assessment as soon as possible because their grade cannot be completed until all assessments are complete.
Final Grades

All the assessments and daily work will be averaged into a student’s grade according to the weight they carry. It is very important to understand that most of the grade is based on performance on proficiency assessments. Doing well on these is the key to success. Once the grades are averaged the final outcomes will be converted to a score of 1 through 4 and given a letter grade on the following scale. Additionally, to demonstrate proficiency or near proficiency a student must show they can perform in all three key categories so the following grading criteria are in place:
1. To receive a ‘C’ or better the student must receive a score of 2 or better in each proficiency category.

2. To receive a ‘D’ or better the student must receive a score of 1 or better in each proficiency category.

· Grade scale

87.5%-100% = 3.5 - 4 = A

62.5%-87.4% = 2.5-3.49 = B

37.5%-62.4% = 1.5-2.49 = C

25%-37.4% = 1 – 1.49 = D

                        Less than 25% = under 1 = F

	Academic Honesty: 

In this age of readily available information, it is easy for students to knowingly or unknowingly commit plagiarism.  In order to help students avoid plagiarism, here is a clear definition of what is considered cheating. Committing an act of plagiarism will result in a zero in the grade book and in most cases some school level disciplinary action. 

1. Using or copying work that is not one’s own and turning it in with one’s name on it (this includes work from other students). .

2. Using ideas, sentences, or paragraphs from another source without giving that source credit.

3. Using the ideas and organization of those ideas from another source for one’s essay (even if you give this source credit). 

	Teacher Schedule/Contact Information:
School Phone: 399-3080 (ext 350)
Email: spaulding_christopher@salkeiz.k12.or.us
Times available: MWF 7:20-8:00 am
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