1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

· Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

· Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.

· Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

· Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

· Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.

	Level 0
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	· Student makes little or no clear claims, assertions or counterclaims

· Student presents little or no evidence that connects to the claim

· Student does not balance the argument by addressing alternatives or counterclaims

· Student’s writing lacks organizational structure
· Student’s writing does not maintain a formal style or tone

· Student may lack a conclusion or the conclusion does not relate to the claim being made.

· Student  does not demonstrate command of basic conventional elements (spelling, punctuation, sentence structure, usage)


	· Student makes a claim but it is not clear or precise in its language

· Student may present evidence for their claim, but the evidence may be underdeveloped or not clearly support the claim

· Student may mention counterclaims but fails to address concerns or evidence counter to his/her position

· While student may attempt an organizational structure, the writing is not yet cohesive and may leave the reader confused

· Student’s attempt at formal style and tone may be present but is unsuccessful

· Student has a conclusion, but it lacks connection to the topic or is undeveloped

· Student demonstrates little command of basic conventional elements  or writing contains many distracting errors (spelling, punctuation, sentence structure, usage)
	· Student makes a claim, assertion or refutation 
· Student presents evidence that directly supports the claim that he/she made while relationship between the evidence and claim is occasionally limited
· Student presents counterclaim and addresses evidence counter to his/her claim
· Student has an organizational structure, but might occasionally be inconsistent or formulaic

· Student has formal style and tone but is inconsistent

· Student has a conclusion that connects to the topic, but it may be less subtle and formulaic
· Student demonstrates command of basic conventional elements with some distracting errors (spelling, punctuation, sentence structure, usage)
	· Student makes a clear claim, assertion or refutation 

· Student presents evidence that directly and consistently supports the claim that he/she made
· Student presents a balance of claim and counterclaim clearly addressing evidence counter to his/her claim

· Student has a consistent organizational structure

· Student maintains consistent formal style and tone
· Student’s conclusion is both cohesive and natural 

· Student demonstrates command of basic conventional elements with some minor errors (spelling, punctuation, sentence structure, usage)

	· Student makes a strong claim, assertion or refutation
· Student presents strong evidence that directly and consistently supports the claim that he/she made

· Student presents a balance of claim and counterclaim clearly addressing evidence counter to his/her claim

· Student organizational structure contributes to the overall effectiveness of the work

· Student maintains consistent formal style and tone

· Student’s conclusion is both cohesive and strong
· Student demonstrates command of basic conventional elements with few minor or no errors (spelling, punctuation, sentence structure, usage)


