
 ST. Louis Police Officers Association Statement  

"St. Louis, Missouri (November 30, 2014) – The St. Louis Police Officers Association is profoundly disappointed 

with the members of the St. Louis Rams football team who chose to ignore the mountains of evidence 

released from the St. Louis County Grand Jury this week and engage in a display that police officers around the 

nation found tasteless, offensive and inflammatory.  

"Five members of the Rams entered the field today exhibiting the "hands-up-don't-shoot" pose that has been 

adopted by protestors who accused Ferguson Police Officer Darren Wilson of murdering Michael Brown. The 

gesture has become synonymous with assertions that Michael Brown was innocent of any wrongdoing and 

attempting to surrender peacefully when Wilson, according to some now-discredited witnesses, gunned him 

down in cold blood.  

"SLPOA Business Manager Jeff Roorda said, "now that the evidence is in and Officer Wilson's account has been 

verified by physical and ballistic evidence as well as eye-witness testimony, which led the grand jury to 

conclude that no probable cause existed that Wilson engaged in any wrongdoing, it is unthinkable that 

hometown athletes would so publicly perpetuate a narrative that has been disproven over-and-over again."  

"Roorda was incensed that the Rams and the NFL would tolerate such behavior and called it remarkably 

hypocritical. "All week long, the Rams and the NFL were on the phone with the St. Louis Police Department 

asking for assurances that the players and the fans would be kept safe from the violent protesters who had 

rioted, looted, and burned buildings in Ferguson. Our officers have been working 12 hour shifts for over a 

week, they had days off including Thanksgiving cancelled so that they could defend this community from those 

on the streets that perpetuate this myth that Michael Brown was executed by a brother police officer and 

then, as the players and their fans sit safely in their dome under the watchful protection of hundreds of St. 

Louis's finest, they take to the turf to call a now-exonerated officer a murderer, that is way out-of-bounds, to 

put it in football parlance," Roorda said.  

"The SLPOA is calling for the players involved to be disciplined and for the Rams and the NFL to deliver a very 

public apology. Roorda said he planned to speak to the NFL and the Rams to voice his organization's 

displeasure tomorrow. He also plans to reach out to other police organizations in St. Louis and around the 

country to enlist their input on what the appropriate response from law enforcement should be. Roorda 

warned, "I know that there are those that will say that these players are simply exercising their First 

Amendment rights. Well I've got news for people who think that way, cops have first amendment rights too, 

and we plan to exercise ours. I'd remind the NFL and their players that it is not the violent thugs burning down 

buildings that buy their advertiser's products. It's cops and the good people of St. Louis and other NFL towns 

that do. Somebody needs to throw a flag on this play. If it's not the NFL and the Rams, then it'll be cops and 

their supporters." 

 

 

 

 

 



 The NAACP released the following statement: 
 

"The NAACP applauds the St. Louis Rams players who raised their hands over their heads in the "hands up, don't shoot" 

gesture that has become emblematic of the protests in Ferguson, Missouri, where Michael Brown, an unarmed black teenager 

was shot dead. Our nation's athletes play an important role as activists. They wield an influence and boast a platform that can 

be neither overlooked nor negated. The NAACP is heartened by the fact that some of the St. Louis Rams players used their 

voices to send a resounding message of justice to the world. Whether we are invoking the names of John Carlos, Tommie 

Smith, Billie Jean King or Muhammad Ali, we know that choosing courage over comfort is never an easy decision, especially for 

well-known athletes. We applaud these players for their courageous gesture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Why I Wore the Shirt 
December 10, 2014 by Mark Mravic 

BY JOHNSON BADEMOSI 

Cleveland Browns 

I woke up at 6 a.m. Sunday before our game against the Colts, far earlier than I usually would for an afternoon game. I 
felt anxious, upset and angry all at once. 
 
The previous week, at the Cleveland Browns facility, a huddle of teammates expressed the rage, frustration and 
alienation we felt after the recent non-indictments of police officers following the murders of unarmed black men. A 
week earlier several Rams players put their hands up during player introductions, and the entire country took notice. We 
knew about Michael Brown, and Tamir Rice, and Eric Garner, but we didn’t know what to do. We all had our 
influences—different socioeconomic backgrounds, cultural upbringings, levels of education and degrees of passion. Each 
of us had a decision to make. Mine was the easiest. 
 
We walk a tightrope as NFL athletes. We all have lives and opinions outside of sports, yet the NFL today is designed to 
suppress and confine our public lives to its standards. Team culture tells you shut up, follow the crowd and do your job. 
Anyone who steps away from that standard runs the risk of upsetting someone who may control your means for 
providing for your family. The NFL drives this standard. They tell us to wear pink for these games and camouflage for 
these games. While I embrace those causes, there are other things that are just as important to me as an individual. Yet, 
in the past, whenever players have tried to distinguish themselves, they’ve faced fines for doing so. 
 
In its quest to deliver one uniform message of social consciousness, the league betrays its goal. True social 
consciousness and dialogue in America is never singular, never uniform. It is myriad and collaborative by definition.  
 
It was with all of this in mind that I drove to First Energy Stadium on Sunday morning. The night before, Derrick Rose of 
the Chicago Bulls wore a T-shirt reading “I Can’t Breathe” during pregame warmups. Those were Eric Garner’s last words 
before a New York City police officer put him in a chokehold and Garner died in the confrontation with multiple officers. 
The dispute began over Garner’s selling loose cigarettes. In an effort to express my anger, fear and feelings of solidarity 
with those who took to the streets, I wrote those same words—“I Can’t Breathe”—on the back of my own warmup T-
shirt. 
 
As I wore it in the locker room before taking the field in pregame, some guys automatically knew what it meant and 
supported me. Others didn’t understand the message and asked about it, and I was happy to explain. After all, 
awareness was the original goal. I received a couple of side eyes, too, from men who didn’t agree with what the words 
stood for. I had teammates in the locker room telling me, “Man, you’ve got to be careful with all that.” And with most 
issues, I am. But exceptional circumstances require exceptions to be made. I considered this to be exceptional.  
 
Two months ago the NFLPA agreed with the NFL on a revamped drug testing program, which put into action several 
policies ratified with the collective bargaining agreement of three years ago. It was a culmination of months of posturing 
and weeks of negotiations. As the player rep for the Browns, I had a small part in the process and not a few opinions on 
what went right and how the procedure could have been improved. I was approached by editors at The MMQB about a 
column, but ultimately decided I couldn’t express the kind of strong opinions they were looking for. As a rep, I felt the 
need to represent my Browns teammates, and I was reticent to step out with my own takes. But this issue as I see it—
police killings as a symptom of the systematic and historical devaluing of black lives—seemed too big to ignore. Had I 
stayed silent, I would have betrayed everything my parents taught me about standing up for people who can’t stand up 
for themselves, and everything I learned in school about hegemony, political systems and social change. 
 
I understand that I am dressed in my own layers of privilege (education, socioeconomic status, etc.) that make me 
different from Eric Garner, but I still share many of his experiences as a black man in this country. Find me a black NFL 
player who can say they’ve never been stopped by police and offered a nonsense reason such as, “Oh, we thought your 
windows were too heavily tinted.” Regardless of background, many of us saw in Garner and Rice and Brown a mirror 
into the lives we might’ve had if we hadn’t become NFL players. 
 



When athletes step into the social sphere and express opinions on issues outside of sports, we’re often met with one of 
two reactions. The majority of people thank us for peeling back the curtain on identities shrouded by uniforms. A small 
minority of people respond with what amounts to, “Shut up and play.” These are the same people who buy jerseys and 
tickets to games, or watch religiously on television. They help pay our salaries, and because of that they think they have 
a right to tell us what we can and can’t say, essentially, what kind of men we ought to be. A lot of fans wear the jersey, 
and they consider it costume, not representative of a human being. Some support us as players but not as men. That the 
league is predominantly African American helps explain why. I’m happy to say I don’t want you as a fan if that’s how you 
think. 
 
My T-shirt was a tribute to the life of Eric Garner and to the countless black men victimized by our country’s never 
ending hegemony, and an expression of the feelings that my teammates and I felt while we were discussing these issues. 
Others had their own ways of supporting the cause, keeping it in their thoughts, prayers, etc. and I fully support that as 
well. Ultimately, every individual has to do what is best for himself and his family. I’m not losing any sleep over my 
decision. 
 
Johnson Bademosi is in his third season with the Cleveland Browns. He attended Gonzaga College 
High School in Washington, D.C., and Stanford and was signed by the Browns as an undrafted free 
agent in 2012. His Twitter handle is @j_bademosi24. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cleveland police union president: Browns receiver Andrew Hawkins Justice 

for Tamir Rice shirt 'disrespectful'  
By Adam Ferrise, Northeast Ohio Media Group Email the author | Follow on Twitter on December 14, 2014 at 7:41 PM, updated December 14, 2014 
at 9:29 PM  

 
CLEVELAND, Ohio — The Cleveland police union president said on Sunday that Browns wide receiver Andrew 
Hawkins' "Justice for Tamir Rice" shirt is "pathetic."  
 
Jeff Follmer said on Sunday that Hawkins' shirt was disrespectful and demanded an apology from the Browns.  
 
Hawkins wore a shirt that said "Justice for Tamir Rice and John Crawford" on the front and "The Real Battle 
for Ohio" on the back during pre-game warm-ups before the Browns home game against the Cincinnati 
Bengals at FirstEnergy Stadium.  
 
"He's an athlete. He's someone with no facts of the case whatsoever," Follmer said. "He's disrespecting the 
police on a job that we had to do and make a split-second decision."  
 
The Browns in a statement said they respect Cleveland police and their player’s right to support certain causes.  
 
"We have great respect for the Cleveland Police Department and the work that they do to protect and serve our 
city," the statement says. "We also respect our players' rights to project their support and bring awareness to 
issues that are important to them if done so in a responsible manner."  
 
Rice, 12, was fatally shot on Nov. 22 by rookie Cleveland police officer Timothy Loehmann less than two 
seconds after he arrived to investigate a complaint about Tamir carrying what turned out to be a fake gun.  
 
Crawford, 22, was fatally shot by police on Aug. 5 while holding a toy rifle inside a Walmart in Beavercreek, 
outside Dayton.  
 
Follmer said many Cleveland police officers work security for the Browns games and are employed by Browns.  
 
"He should stick to playing football and let us worry about law enforcement," Follmer said. "The players don't 

know what our job entails. Don't judge us by what you're reading in the media." 

 


